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reasons which render the possibility of any Dominion Chapter
desiring to maintain neutrality minimal. The Do- _1
minions have never been under any obligation to par-
ticipate actively in a British war in which they were
not themselves attacked or menaced with attack by
the enemy. A British declaration of war has indeed
most important effects as regards the position of enemy
aliens in their territories3 and it imposes on them cer-
tain restrictions on trade with the enemy and treatment
of enemy shipping in their ports. But normally all that
a dissenting Dominion need desire would be passive
belligerency, such as has been the case in the past in
the minor British wars, such as that of 1919 with
Afghanistan.
It has, however, been argued that the reluctance of
one Dominion to agree to a declaration of war should
suffice to prevent the King declaring war at all. Action
should be based on common consent, and one negative
should prevail. The contention clearly cannot stand;
the United Kingdom is deeply implicated in European
politics and cannot possibly be bound to persuade,
e.g., the Union of South Africa that action is inevitable.
It seems, therefore, that the parallel of Hanover and
the United Kingdom often adduced to prove the possi-
bility of neutrality in a British war, as in the case of the
Hanoverian proclamation of neutrality in 1803,1 is in-
applicable to a Commonwealth whose subjects have a
common status, and the same conclusion is aided by
the fact that in the vital issue of disarmament or
limitation of armaments it has been held necessary
1 Cobbett, Weekly Register, 1803, iii. 859. In 1715 Hanover and
Sweden were at war, but not Great Britain: Chance, George I. and the
Northern War, p. 101.